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Synopsis

This book traces the journeys of a stone across the world. From its remote point of origin in the city
of Nishapur in eastern Iran, turquoise was traded through India, Central Asia, and the Near East,
becoming an object of imperial exchange between the Safavid, Mughal, and Ottoman empires.
Along this trail unfolds the story of turquoise--a phosphate of aluminum and copper formed in rocks
below the surface of the earth--and its discovery and export as a global commodity. In the material
culture and imperial regalia of early modern Islamic tributary empires moving from the steppe to the
sown, turquoise was a sacred stone and a potent symbol of power projected in vivid color displays.
From the empires of Islamic Eurasia, the turquoise trade reached Europe, where the stone was
collected as an exotic object from the East. The Eurasian trade lasted into the nineteenth century,
when the oldest mines in Iran collapsed and lost Aztec mines in the Americas reopened, unearthing
more accessible sources of the stone to rival the Persian blue.Sky Blue Stone recounts the origins,
trade, and circulation of a natural object in the context of the history of Islamic Eurasia and global

encounters between empire and nature.
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Customer Reviews

The title is a bit misleading, it's not in world history, just a part of it, although an interesting part.
Khazeni looks at trade (and other aspects of turquoise) in four Muslim countries (at the time, not
really "countries") including Iran and Mughal India.There is little on mining or environmental impact,

important aspects, but the book is absorbing. | had not known that "Turquoise" is connected to the



word "Turk." (This would be the source for the English word, that is). The topic could be fascinating,

but so-so writing reduces it to the category of "interesting."

Absorbing book. Turquoise tended to travel East from the mines in Iran rather than West where it

wasn’t valued until Georgian times.

Good quality and quick shipping!
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